
	
	

	
	
	
	
 
 
 
News Release 
 
Virginia Elite and Full Court Basketball Academy Establish Collaboration to 
Form Girls Showcase Teams to Play on the Under Armor Rise and Future 
Circuits  
 
HERNDON, VA, February 7, 2019 – Full Court Basketball Academy (FCBA), a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization focused on providing youth sports and 
development opportunities to boys and girls in Northern Virginia, is pleased to 
announce it has partnered with Virginia Elite to develop girls middle school and 
high school showcase teams to play on the Under Armour Rise and Future 
grassroots circuits.  
 
These new teams, to be co-branded and play as Virginia Elite FCBA 
Showcase, will focus on developing elite-level talent and fielding competitive 
teams.  FCBA will manage and coach the Under Armor showcase teams under 
the direction of Marvin Somoza, with input and guidance from Virginia Elite’s 
Founder and President, Thomas Gadson. 
 
“FCBA is excited to be teaming up with Virginia Elite to form girls showcase 
teams for U13-U17 to play at the highest levels of competition on the Under 
Armour Circuit,” commented Marvin Somoza, FCBA’s Executive Director.  “an 
alignment shift is underway both locally and nationally in competitive grassroots 
basketball resulting in increasingly turbulent times.  By leveraging this 
opportunity with Under Armour, along with Virginia Elite’s rich history, 
experience in effectively navigating the world of grassroots, we are confident 
that we will develop a highly competitive showcase program for our elite level 
players.”   
 
“Virginia Elite is excited to team up with FCBA. This endeavor is one that will 
enable student-athletes who desire to compete nationally the opportunity to 
showcase their talents against some of the premier national level programs. 
Additionally, this collaboration will leverage years of experience to ensure 
success is reached.”  



 
FCBA will continue to offer its regional and national teams for boys and girls 
grades 3-8.  In just its first year of operations as an AAU program, FCBA served 
nearly 120 players across 11 girls and boys teams.  FCBA also manages two 
girls’ teams in the Premier Youth Basketball League (PYBL), the Fairfax Blue 
Devils Elite and Rising Stars. 
 
While still a new program, these teams posted excellent results.  Some of the 
highlights from the season include – 
 

• Top 10 and Top 20 finishes at AAU Nationals; 
 

• 13-3 overall record across middle school national teams at USJN 
National Championships;  

 
• Runner-up at Adidas Junior Gauntlet Summer Championships; and 

 
• Two semi-final finishes in the summer 2018 PYBL season.  

 
Looking ahead to the 2019 grassroots season, FCBA anticipates serving nearly 
200 girls and boys through its program.  Those interested in opportunities with 
FCBA should visit fullcourtba.org for more information. Tryouts begin Saturday, 
February 9. 
 
Full Court Basketball Academy (FCBA) is a 501c)(3) AAU basketball organization 
serving boys and girls in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area grades 3 
through high school.   FCBA provides opportunities to play on teams ranging 
from regional AAU to national and on the Under Armour Rise and Future 
grassroots circuits.  For more information, go to fullcourtba.org. 

 
Contact: info@fullcourtba.org 


